We thank Dr. Heisel and Dr. Schmalzried for their interest and comments on our article. There is an error in Fig. 4 , as Heisel and Schmalzried have noticed. We have made corrections to Fig. 4 as shown.
They are also right in that it is very difficult to draw conclusions in a small sample group. In spite of that, there is a clear correlation between shelf-life time and volumetric wear rate of UHMWPE liners, as you can see in the correct Fig. 4 . Pearson correlation coefficient is 0.719, (p= 0.013).
In the article by Hopper et al.
[1], the mean shelf-life time of liners sterilized with gamma radiation was only 1.0 year. This could explain why they didn't find any relationship between shelf life and wear rate. 
